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Rick Riehl holds the hand of a supporter before a Nov.- 7 dedication ceremony in-his honor &t a
Concordia Umverslty iootba\l game in Mequon. Riehl. was diagnosed with Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease, a

By NICHOLAS DETTMANN
Daily News

Ncarly seven months  have
passed since beloved coach and
teacher Rick Richl
died of a rare brain
discase.

His widow, Donna,
admits things have
been hard, but, “I've
made  tremendous
progress.”

Tonight is another
chance for reflection
for  family and
friends during the
annual West Bend high schools sen-
ior student-athlete awards ceremo-

During the ceremony; he will be
inducted onto the West Bend

Riehl, 1984

Athletics Wall of Fame.

Jenniler Sell (East, Class ol
1982) will also be inducted, but will
be recognized during homecoming
in the fall.

Rick dicd Nov. 29
after a brief battle
with  Creutzfeldt-
Jakob disease. He
was 67.
ek think it
would’ve meant
everything to him,"
said Donna, his wife
of 41 years. “He
needed to know and
wanted to know that
he did make a difference in people’s
lives.”

His daughter, Tara, will accept
the honor on her late father’s
behalf.

“There’s alot of mixed feelings,”
she said. “It's something he wanted
for as long as I could remember
Him not being there to receive the
Thonor is hard. P’m proud and sad, a
lot of things at once.”

Another honor awaits Rick in
September when he is inducted
into the Wisconsin Basketball
Coachcs Association Hall of Fame.

While honored their beloved
husband and father is getting the
recognition they've long known he
deserved, their only regret is it is
all happening without him Lo enjoy

Ta)a tried to get that done.
Unfortunately, time came up short.
Rick dicd about two months after
his diagnosis.

Please see RIEHL/AS
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Negotiations
with property owners

with property owners
could begin later
year.

parking

O’Meara law office,”
said.

The chamber
of  several
involved in

is

of growth interest

work of a partncrship

continue

the potential site of a hotel
in downtown Hartford.
Hartford Area Chamber of
Commerce Exceutive Dir-
ector Scott Henke believes a
deal could be reached soon

construction of the hotel
this

“We're talking about the
lot behind the
Mineshaft and properties
near there and in front of
the library. There’s also the
Henke

one
stakeholders

completing
yedevelopment of the city's
downtown. Downtown has
quickly become the center

Hartford thanks to the

Hartford’s deals
for downtown
shaping up

Developers contacted for
proposed brew pub

private, nonprofit and gov-
ernment leaders. The team
is co-chaired by Mayor Tim
Michalak and Hartford
Area Development Corp.
Executive Director Tom
Hostad.

Recent focus includes
ongoing progress toward
the hotel, the recruitment
of a brew-pub tenant for
the historic Millstream
building. the purchase and
renovation of several long-
vacant or underutilized
buildings by local develop-
ers, and partnerships for
development of key catalyt-
ic sites.

“The PMT is actively
working with a hotel devel-
oper interested in a down-
town hotel site adjacent to
the Mineshaft and the Jack
Russell Memorial Library,”
Hostad said. “l'alks with
the developer have been
positive and the project is
moving toward o targeted
consiruction timeline. In
addition to advancing the

on

s0

in

of

Please see HOTEL/A8

John Ehlke/Daily News

A parking lot near the Jack Russell Memorial Library is
seen Tuesday afternoon in Hartford. A proposed hotel
is looking at the space across the library.

Apprentice program to prep teens for job placement

Goal of involving u

By ALEX BELD
Daily News

A rekindled program will
help West Bend high school stu-
dents find work (hrough
apprenticeships by the time
they graduate in an effort to cre-
ate career- and college-ready
graduates.

Craig Farrell, Chamber of
Commerce cxccutive director,
said the plan is to roll out the
program next year. It is a collab-
orative effort between the
superintendent, the West Bend
Area Chamber of Commerce
and the chamber’s Education
Committee.

p to 200 students

‘becausc of a healthy labor force.

“We're trying to make it bul-
Ilet-proof now,” Neitzke said.

"The school district has identi-
fied eight strategies to achieve
their goals. They include a mix-
ture of increased participation
in advanced placement and
career technical education
courses, job shadowing, co-ops,
youth apprenticeships and com-
munity scrvice, along with the
creation of interdisciplinary
units to cxposc students to work-
foree skills.

“We are shooting for 150 to
200 students participating each
year,” Farrell said.

Sydney Danielson. a sopho-

become a pediatrician. However,
she said the program could still
be beneficial in terms of gain-
ing hands-on experience for
resume-building.

“T think it's a great idea,”
Danielson said. “Not everyone
graduates with scholarships.”

Information gathered by the
West Bend School District
indicates that 83 percent of the
district’'s graduates enroll in
college immediately atter high
school and 43 percent complete
a degree from a four-year or
o-year school within six
That leaves up to 37 per-
cent who enter the work force
immediately.

The school district also
found that 58 percent of area
cmployers indicated plans to

The program existed in more at the West Bend expand in the next three
John Ehlke/Daily News tt?c 1980s and "90s, but school high ‘sc_hools_, plans to at(e_nd years.
West Bend West sophomore Josh Bohn works on his compression test district Superintendent Ted the University of Wisconsin-
during the introductory automotive class Tuesday afterncon in West Bend. Neitzke said it was idled Milwaukee to pursuc nursing or Please see JOBS/A8
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Topsoil * Sand * Wash Stone

Variety Decorative Stone

4455 Hwy 144, Slinger « (262) 644-9486
Monday-Friday 7-5 | Saturday 8-3 | Sunday 10-2 | Delivery Available

W have what you need to build the landscape you ve always
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Riehl: Led team
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West Bend’s only basketball title

“I would love to have scen the pleas-
ure he would’ve gotten,” Donna said.
“He will be reeciving it. He'll be look-
ing down.”

And Donna knows what kind of
speech her husband would've had
lined up.

“There would've been humor, but
also giving credit to all the people who
supported him,” she said.

“T was in awe of him and appreciat-
cd him every day of our marricd life in
that T allowed him to pursue that pas-
sion,” Donna added. “It took a lot of
time and energy from us and our fami-
ly. I knew that was his passion. But I
wanted to help him pursue it.”

It’s moments like these that make it
harder on the Riehl family.

“It does re-open those wounds,”
Tara said.

Like her mom, it’s been an up-and-
down battle with emotions since Rick’s
passing.

“It'll be better for a while, then it's
hard unexpectedly,” Tara said. “You
think you'rc out of thc woods then
you're crying for three days straight.”

Rick’s efforts changed girls basket-
ball in West Bend and throughout
Wisconsin. In 1984, led East
to the city’'s first state basketball
championship.

“I was told that we would not have
the success because it was West Bend
and West Bend doesn’t succeed in bas-
ketball,” Rick told the Daily News in
March 2014 — the 30th anniversary of’
the championship. “You remember
thosc kinds of things. I wrote that one
down.

“We had no business winning a
state championship without all sorts of
things falling into place.”

In the slate quarterfinal, the Suns
played Merrill. During warmups, one
of Merrill's top players tripped over
a basketball and sprained her

ankle.

Tn the state semifinal against Oak
Creck, the Suns trailed by 13 points
with six minutes to go, but scored the
next 14 to win.

Daily News

Coach Rich Riehl stands with his West Bend East state championship girls

basketball team in this 1984 photo.

In the championship game, the Suns
almost booted it away. 'This time, they
were the ones up by double digits late
against Brookfield Liast.

“We gave up all but one point of it
v, bul we hung on to win,” Rick
d in 2014. “T remember every minute
of all three of those games because
they were one-possession games.”

Thirty vears later, it remains the
only baskethall championship — boys
or girls — in West Bend history.

“He was really proud,” Tara said.

Riehl led the Suns to a 178101 mark
in 13 seasons as the girls basketball
coach. He also coached football, base-
ball and softball al East. In all, he won
334 games with five conference and 10
regional championships amongst all
the sports he coached.

He was also a teacher for more than
30 years.

Onec of his greatest contributions to
Wisconsin sports was starting the
‘Wisconsin Coaches Scouting Service

aw:

s

ix} 1983, a basketball camp for boys and

girls.

In 4 1984 West Bend News article, he
said he was “immensely frustrated” at
the lack of scholarship opportunities
[for girls.

Thirty years later, more than 500
former and current Division I girls
basketball players have participated
in WCSS scssions and received a
scholarship.

“He would’ve been really humble,”
Tara said when asked what she
thought her father would’ve said or
done if he could've accepted the
award. “He would’ve cracked jokes.”

“It is a great honor [or him,” Donna
said. “Were excited that he will be
honored.”

Reach sports editor
Nicholas Dettmann at
ndettmann(@conleynet.com.

Hotel; Drink with a view

hotel, development work
is moving ahead on recruit-
ing developers/operators
for the Millstrcam brew
pub.”
Henke said  inquirics
have been sent to several
owners or developers of
successful brew pubs in
other communities.

“We want to let them
know about the opportuni-
ty in Hartford's downtown
and how it could be another
key to its redevelopment,”
Henke said. “Maybe some-
onc has a business owner or
developer in their back
pocket that’s been looking
for an opportunity like
what’s here.”

Plans for the proposed
brew pub call for an open
sealing and serving area ofl
the back of the Millstream
building to provide direct
access and a view of the
Rubicon River. Michalak
said he’s excited with the
progress.

“Unanimous support of
the City Council and mem-
bers of the Hartford Area
Development Corp. make
this an extremely positive
environment in which to
invest and grow with a for-
ward-looking community
on the move,” Michalak
said.

City Administrator

Steve Volkert said the hotel

will also help retail
establishments.
“Local business and

industry have been asking
for a downtown hotel so the
people who come to their
businesses to train and for
other reasons have a place
nearby to stay” Volkert
said. “Having it downtown
will also give the visitors
access to places to eat and
shop and be entertained.
The draw of pcople to the
hotel will help other busi-
nesses in the arca. It will
offer the visitors ‘walkabili-
ty” to places of interest and
businesses.”

The most recent down-
town redevelopment effort
started last summer when
a coalilion ol monprolit,
government, and private
groups hired Vandewalle
and Associates, a Wiscon-
sin-based  redevelopment
and urban-planning expert,
to produce a downtown
redevelopment  strategy.
Together the tcam devel-
oped a plan that was adopt-
ed in February and is
already translating into
real development and
improvements downtown.

Reach reporter
Joe VanDelaarschot at
Jjvan(wconleynet.com.

POLICEREPORT

Search warrant turns up 220 pot plants
A 56-year-old West Bend man was charged Monday by

Jobs: Already a smaller apprentice program in schools

Gerald Sorce, automotive
instructor at the high
schools, said there are
alrcady some students in
youth apprenticeships, but
that program is smaller
than the proposed program.
Sorce said he likes the idea
of the program, “As long as
they’re doing OK in school.”

Sorce cautioned that
some students may not have
the time on top of their nor-
mal studies and activities,
and companics may be hesi-
tant to participate with con-
cerns about liabilities with

students.
However, he said the
initiative is a good idea and

companies should consider
students for their ambition

is an opportunity to earn
some of the 18 industry cer-
tifications or even post-sec-
ondary cducational credits.
West Bend has increased

the number of student cred-
it hours in CTE coursecs by
more than 1,200 to mearly
3,500, while the number of
credit hours earned through

AP courses has remained
steady at 1,400 annually.

“We've come a long way,”
Sorce said.

Several of Sorce’s stu-
dents have become auto
mechanics and this year, a
student is interested
working  on
Another has
interest in  working on
MRAPs for the military,
while others arc looking
into mechanical engineer-
ing as they further their
education.

According to the Wash-
ington County Census of
Employment and Wages,
manufacturing offers the
most employment opportu-
nity in the area with an

airplane.
exprassed

the Washington County District Attorney’s Oftice for man-
ufacturing marijuana. maintaining a drug trafficking
place, possession of marijuana and possession of drug
paraphernalia. The suspeci was arresied Friday as a
search warrant was executed at his residence on Barton
Avenue.

Two-hundred-twenty marijuana plants were seized by
the drug unit in various stages of development. A large
quantity of ballasts, lighting equipment, timers and other
marijuana-growing cquipment was also scized. Judge
James Pouros has ordered a $10,000 cash bond.

The search warrant was obtained by the Washington
County Multi-Jurisdictional Drug Lnforcement Group
(Drug TUnit). It was served by the West Bend Dolice SRT.
The Drug Unit was assisted at the scene by Sheril's Office
detectives.

W 11:57 p.m. Monday — A 32-year-old Addison man was
arrested for fourth-offense felony OWT after he was stopped
for driving on Highway D without headlights on and weav-
ing onto the gravel shoulder. He was arrested after failing
sobricty testing. He did not have insurance and was
revoked for previous OWI convictions. Four citations were
issued: OWI-fourth, operating after revocation, operating
without headlamps and operating without insurance. A
breath test gave the man a blood-alcohol level of 0.19. He
remains in custody at the Washington County Jail.

— Reports from the Washington County Sheriff’s Office
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