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Makeover ahead for historic Hartford buildings

Plans include luxury apartments, retail space

By JOE VANDELAARSCHOT
Daily News

HARTFORD — Two historic
downtown buildings have been
sold and will be made into luxury
apartments and retail/commercial
space.

Time has not been kind to the
old Hilt Hotel and the former Mole
Hole building. The hotel, at the
intersection of Main Street and
Highway 60, has been a growing
eyesore and the Mole Hole build-
ing, at 100/106 N. Main St., has
been plagued with structural prob-
lems and faced demolition.

The buildings were bought last
month by a local development
company, 2nd Chance Ventures,
which is owned by Danny and
Wendy Dulak of Hartford.

“We’re new to this type of busi-
ness, but we want to see these
buildings have a useful purpose
again,” Danny Dulak said. “We
don’t want to see them torn down.
We want them to be a positive part
of downtown again.”

Dulak said his wife was trying

to convince him to buy the former
Mole Hole building for about
18 months.

“Itried everything I could to try
to avoid looking at it,” he said with
alaugh. “But then we were looking
at the old Hilt Hotel and we then
took a look at the Mole Hole build-
ing and we decided to buy them
both.”

Dulak said the second and third
floors of the Hilt Hotel will be
turned into five luxury apart-
ments with retail/commercial
space on the ground floor.

“We’ll build six luxury apart-
ments in the upper floors of the
Mole Hole building,” he said.
“There will be retail/commercial
space on the ground floor there,
too.”

Danny Dulak said some
retail/commercial space may be
split up to make smaller spaces. He
said there’s a need for smaller
commercial and retail space to
rent downtown.

“If you want to start a business
there’s only large downtown loca-
tions,” Danny Dulak said. “We

we want to see
these buildings have
a useful purpose
again’”

— Danny Dulak
2nd Chance Ventures

think we can fill a niche with
smaller locations for starter
businesses.”

City officials, the Hartford Area
Chamber of Commerce, the
Hartford Area Economic
Development Corp., First National
Bank and the Downtown Business
Improvement District teamed up
last year to create a downtown
development plan. It calls for
using historical buildings as a cen-
terpiece for more housing and use-
able retail/commercial space.

“I think they’re going to do a
great job,” said Tom Hostad,
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A sign in the window of the former Mole Hole building Monday in the
100 block of North Main Street announces development plans for the
building as well as the former Hilt Hotel at the intersection of Main
Street and Highway 60.
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Joe VanDeLaarschot/Daily News
A construction worker brushes old insulation off the rafters
in the third floor of the former Hilt Hotel at the corner of
Main Street and Highway 60 in Hartford on Monday.

Buildings: Want to start
project within a month

Hartford Area Economic
Development Corp. execu-
tive director. “Part of the
plan includes more housing.
Their plan certainly will
help meet the goal. They
want the buildings useful
and do a bit of historic
preservation.”

Hartford businessman
Tom Niebler, who owns a
building across the street
from the Mole Hole,
was contacting community
members and leaders to
save the building from
demolition.

“I think they’ll do a good
job,” Niebler said.

Hostad said work on the
buildings could jump-start
other downtown projects. He
said another key in the rede-
velopment plan is building a
hotel. Hostad said there may
be good news in May.

“We have one developer
who is very interested in
the hotel,” Hostad said.
“There’ll be a meeting soon

motion. They have already
received a commitment from
a hotel franchise — a good
one.”

Hostad said the developer
is experienced in building
and managing hotels. He
said construction could
begin in June.

Danny Dulak said he
hopes to begin construction
on his two buildings within
three or four weeks.

“As soon as demolition’s
done we’ll get plans
approved and move ahead,”
he said.

Dulak made a discovery in
the hotel basement, he said.

“We found the original
blueprints from when the
hotel was built in 1915,”
Dulak said. “We could see
where they had the dumb-
waiters and where the ser-
vants’ quarters were. It’s
interesting.”

Reach reporter
Joe VanDeLaarschot at

that may set things in Jjvan@conleynet.com.

Sale: MOWA acquires land

Improvement District will not realize funding because of
the sale.

Sadownikow acknowledged the funding losses, but said
they can be amended in other ways. It will be noticed in an
enhanced museum, a higher quality of life and a vibrant
downtown.

The exact details of the arrangement were not disclosed
during the open session, but Dale Kent, executive vice pres-
ident and chief financial officer of the West Bend Mutual
Insurance Co. and treasurer for the museum, said the
organization plans to make payments to the city as part of
the agreement.

He said the museum will pay $35,000 for the property. He
mentioned a $750,000 payment in lieu of taxes. They will
also give $65,000 to start the Riverfront project and prom-
ised to make significant improvements to the green space.

“We will be responsible for maintaining the area,” Kent
said. “The mayor talked about the money that it costs to
maintain an area. We will be the ones who will do that.”

Kent said museum officials plan to construct a green
space for the property. They can use that for future events
and can make it available to the community and other
entities.

“There could be pieces of art, decorative benches,” Kent
said. “It just won’t be trees and shrubs into that green
space. It will be something the people of West Bend will be
very proud of. It will be a magnet for downtown.”

Reach reporter Ralph Chapoco at
rchapoco@conleynet.com.
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