HARTFORD PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

MINUTES

Wednesday, March 2
6:30 PM – City Hall – Council Chambers
Present:  Jeff Troeller, Amy Hoffmann, Tim Michalak, Scott Helms, Todd Rusniak, Dave Ziemer, Mark Kohnhorst
Excused – Scott Helms
1. President Troeller called the meeting to order at 6:31 PM; "This is an open meeting under 19.81 to 19.98 of the Wisconsin State Statutes".

2. Approval of Minutes –



MOTION by Michalak seconded by Ziemer to approve the February Minutes.







MOTION CARRIED

3. Informational Monthly Staff Reports – Reviewed.  
4. Communication and Correspondence - None
5. Appearances / Public Comments – None
6. Old Business – 
Lincoln Athletic Field Alcohol Sales – tabled until the Director can gather information from the School District on if it is possible to sell alcohol on school property during non-school times.
Lifejacket Policy Change for Pool – The Director has talked to the City Attorney regarding any additional liability the City may or may not incur should staff supply lifejackets for open swim patrons.  The City Attorney will be drafting a formal statement, but did mention to the Director that he did not believe the City should supply or do a mandatory inspection of lifejackets brought in by patrons as this will create more liability for the City.   The City Attorney did not object to patrons bringing their own lifejacket as then the liability falls on the parents.  The City Attorney also said it would be ok to post a recommendation of the type of lifejacket that should be used (Coast Guard Approved for child’s size and weight) but staff should not be required to inspect or supply the jackets.

7. New Business
ADMINISTRATION

Willowbrook Park Playground Design Options – The Director will be working with three different Playground Equipment Suppliers and getting concept/design plans from them.  These plans will then be presented to the Commission to approve one of the design plans that will then replace the modular play structure at Willowbrook Park.
Transient Merchant Ordinance Proposed Changes – informational – The Director shared with the Commission an addition being made to the ordinance that regulates Transient Merchants as being drafted by the City Administrator, City Attorney and City Clerk.  The purpose is to limit “transient merchants” such as food vendors, from selling next to a City concession operation such as the outdoor Aquatic Center where there will be a full concession stand.  The addition to the ordinance includes “No transient merchant shall be allowed to sell merchandise within 500 feet from any competing permanent merchant’s property, including, but not limited to, the sale of any food or beverage within 500 feet of a public park in which concessions are sold”.

Alderperson Michalak voiced his concern that this could limit food being sold at Maxwell Street Days, as well as fundraising brat frys which are often held in front of Piggly Wiggly which has restaurants near it.  Michalak would like this addressed before it is brought to the Council for approval.  

Greg Werely Donation Memorial Park Designation for Tree Planting and Scoreboard Install – Memorial gifts have been given in Greg Werely’s memory to be used for the baseball program at the Hartford Recreation Department.  Some of the money will be used to purchase a memorial tree that will be planted at Independence Park near the ball diamonds.  The money will also be used to run electric and purchase/install the I-Beams needed for the scoreboard that is to be placed on the west field at Independence Park.  Greg’s name will be acknowledged in some way with the scoreboard which itself was donated to the department a few years back and has been in storage.

Recommendation to Approve Northway Fence for Independence Park Backstop Installation -Executive Summary – The 2016 CIP budget includes $17,000 for the replacement of a backstop at Independence Park.  Plans are to replace the East field’s backstop which was installed in 1988 and is undersized.   The city will remove the existing backstop and posts and the contractor is responsible for installation and all new materials.  The new backstops will be taller – currently 10’ going to 30’.  Three bids were received with the lowest bid of $11,700 from Northway Fence in Menomonee Falls.    

MOTION BY Troeller, seconded by Michalak to approve Northway Fence, Menomonee Falls, WI for the installation project and materials for a new backstop fence at Independence Park at a cost not to exceed $11,700.






MOTION CARRIED
Washington County Visitor Guide -Handout – Each Commissioner received a copy of the Washington County Visitor Guide which features the Hartford Recreation Department on the back cover along with other County parks.  Inside the guide is a nice picture of a lazy river promoting the new Veterans Memorial Aquatic Center.  Knowing the new Aquatic Center will draw people from the entire county and beyond, efforts are being made by staff to advertise in ways to reach those beyond our immediate area.

RECREATION PROGRAMS / ACTIVITIES
Staff mentioned these upcoming programs:
· Spring Break Additional Supervised Open Gym Hours 11-3 Mon, Wed & Fri, March 28, 30, April 1

· Fitness Class Session III Begins The Week of April 4th

ADULT / YOUTH SPORT
Staff mentioned these upcoming programs:

· Alumni and Friends Basketball Tournament, Saturday, March 26

· Youthball Registration, March 7-18

· Slice of Tennis Instruction, Ages 6-7, April 9

AQUATICS
Veterans Memorial Aquatic Center Update – The current construction timeline shows June 15 as being the substantial completion date.  With warm weather expected in the next week, more concrete will be poured.  The Director will get a full update at the construction meeting next week.

WSI Course – This Red Cross Swim Instructor course will be offered on Wednesday nights beginning March 16.  

Signicast Aquatic Center Upcoming Activities

Patty’s Pool Party, Friday, March 18 during open swim 6:30-8:30 PM.  Lifeguards throw coins in the pool for swimmers to dive for.  Regular admission or membership applies.


Eggstra Pool Fun, Saturday, March 26, during open swim 1-3:45 PM.  Lifeguards will throw eggs in the pool for swimmers to grab and win a prize.  Regular admission or membership applies.


Session II Swim Lessons – start the week of March 14.
PARKS OPERATIONS
Parks Project Report – The CIP projects for 2016 have not started yet.  Staff is working on regular maintenance and upkeep on signs, tree trimming – especially in Eastwood Nature Park – and snow removal.

The Director did inform the Commission that Asplund, the company the City hires to trim trees by electric lines, told City staff that they are seeing more evidence of the Emerald Ash Borer infestation throughout the entire City.  The Director examined the Emerald Ash Trees at Veterans Park and sees signs of infestation in 11 of the 12 ash trees.  City staff is anticipating a lot of work in the next few years removing trees throughout the City and its parks.

President Troeller asked the Director if the new Rotary Park sign will be installed now that the road construction by that park/gazebo has been completed.    The Director said installation of that sign, which is in storage, is on the park project list.  The plan is to create a berm the sign would be placed on with landscaping surrounding it.

OTHER REPORTS /COMMISSION REQUESTS
None
ADJOURNMENT



MOTION by Michalak, seconded by Ziemer to adjourn at 6:50 PM.






MOTION CARRIED
Submitted by,

Sara Cummings

"Persons with disabilities requiring special accommodations for attendance at the meeting should contact the City Clerk at least one (1) business day prior to the meeting." Members of the Common Council may attend the above meeting.  Pursuant to State ex rel. Badke v. Greendale Village Board, 173 Wis. 2d 553, 494 N.W. 2d 408 (1993) such attendance may be considered a meeting of the Common Council may attend the meeting without violating the open meeting law."

